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Topic Work


During the Autumn Term, Class 4 will be learning about the Aztecs, finding out who they were, how they lived, what they believed in and what happened to them when the Europeans invaded their country. Learning will be through literacy, art and D.T., and research using books and the internet. 


In Geography, Class 4 will be making a study of South America including Mexico – the home of the Aztecs.  Our studies will include the topography and climate of South America, researching the different countries found there, how people live and the trade and industry which are part of their economy





Science Work


During the Autumn Term, the children will be practising their skills linked to planning investigations, making fair tests, making and recording observations and analysing their findings in order to make conclusions.


The children will begin their science learning by looking at the different types of materials and their properties. They will then move on to looking at ways of changing materials and deciding whether the changes can be reversed or not.  Class 4 will be using research, investigations and cooking as part of this topic.


The second Science topic will involve ways of keeping our bodies healthy through a healthy diet, exercise and by understanding how our body works.  The children will use experiments to find out the effect of exercise on their body and they will use graphs and charts to record their data.








Numeracy


During the Autumn Term the children will be reminding themselves of place value for whole numbers and decimals.  This will include identifying the value of the different digits, ordering and rounding numbers, Roman numerals and problem solving linked to these skills.  The children will also practise multiplying and dividing by 10, 100and 1000, which will help them with mental as well as written calculations.  Written and mental methods for all four operations will also be reinforced and used with decimals as well as whole numbers.  Class 4 will learn about common factors, prime and square numbers then move onto statistics which will involve interpreting and constructing pie and line graphs, as well as interpreting timetables.  Please continue to practise times tables at home as the children will need to be fluent and have rapid recall of all tables to 12 x 12.. 





Homework


Children will receive homework linked to work they have been doing in class that week. 


Homework will go out on a Wednesday and should be returned no later than Tuesday the following week.  Belford’s calculation policy can be found on the school website.





Literacy


Much of Class 4’s writing will be based around the Aztecs and books linked to the topic . The children will be planning, drafting and writing extended pieces of work in a variety of genres, both fiction and non-fiction.  They will be extending their knowledge of different types of punctuation and sentence structure in order to improve their level of writing, including more complex elements for effect on the reader.  Handwriting and spellings will also be focused on to help the children present work to a high standard. 


Please continue to practise spellings each week at home. Details about High Frequency Words and Belford’s spelling policy can be found on the school website. Children each have a spelling book to take home and will be tested every Friday.  It is also important to hear your child read at least 3 times a week and to ensure they have their reading books in school every day.





PE and Swimming


Class 4 will have PE and swimming on a Friday.  In addition they will also have PE every Wednesday for the first half of the term and they will need to bring their P.E. kit including jogging bottoms and a warm top.  During the second half of the term, the children will have gymnastics every Tuesday and they will need to have their school P.E. kit for this.


Friday at the Swan Centre- children to come into school in jogging bottoms and trainers, and are to bring a swimming costume to change into. 











