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Plastic Recycling Marine
Life Sculpture

The ocean is home to over 90% of life on the planet. There are more

varieties of creature in the seas than on land - some of which live so deep that we

haven't been able to study them! In fact, it's believed that we know more about outer space
than our own oceans.

One thing we do know is that our oceans and many of their inhabitants are in danger. In
2015, scientists estimated that between 4.8 and 12.7 million tonnes of plastic entered the
world’s oceans. Many plastics cannot be burned because they release harmful gases into the
air which contributes to global warming. The heat from rising air temperatures is absorbed
by the oceans, raising the temperatures in seas and oceans so that they become unsuitable for
some types of marine life.

Littering causes plastic to enter our oceans, where it can endanger wildlife. For example, turtles
may think a plastic bag is a jellyfish and eat it. Creatures can get tangled in plastic netting or
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Spend some time researching sculptures of sea creatures that have been made using recycled
plastic. Which creatures have been sculpted? Which types of plastic have been used?

Your task is to design and make a sea creature that is in danger from the effects of plastic
pollution using the template on the next page or on a piece of paper. Use the Internet, or an
informative book, to research marine life that is particularly affected. You can then make this
sea creature out of recycled plastics.

The purpose of these sculptures is to make everyone who sees them think more carefully about
their own plastic use and the harmful effects of pollution and littering.
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What can we do about it?
You can:
« Recycle things, rather than throw them away.

« Stop using lots of plastics that could end up in the seas and look for more eco-friendly
alternatives.

« Help spread the message about looking after our oceans and recycling.

+ Many artists have helped spread awareness by making sculptures out of recycled plastic.
You can help do the same by making your own - take a look at some of these examples to
inspire you.
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t. There are more
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